
WATER, WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE!!! Well everywhere along the 
river and streams from Sayre-Athens, Wyalusing, Picture Rocks, Bloomsburg, 
down to Shamokin Dam.  Tropical storm Lee was a major disaster and required a 
quick response. Disaster plans were not in the District Governor’s manual and not 
part of the District plan.  How we responded was as follows:  First the total effect 
of the flooding was reported on Thursday evening September 8 and Friday morn-
ing September 9.  After establishing that the criteria was met to qualify for an 
emergency $10,000 grant from Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) we 
applied for the funds.  The grant was approved Monday afternoon September 12 
and money was wire-transferred to the District bank account on Wednesday Sep-
tember 14.  While this was going on, four regional coordinators and a fund ad-
ministrator were appointed.  District funds were used for the initial distribution 
after the grant approval was received; this amounted to approximately $6,400 for 
the first wave which was used for clean up supplies.  After the grant funds were 
received the region 2 and 3 coordinators began purchasing food for distribution to 
the shelters, fire halls and a church feeding the displaced.  Region 1coordinator 
was still supplying clean-up supplies as I write this.  Athens has 800 families dis-
placed, some who are just now able to get to their homes.  Towanda also had ma-
jor damage and had clean up supplies purchased.  North of Williamsport 92 
homes were either destroyed or condemned. The dreaded sign was the red con-
demned sign nailed to the front of the house.  Attached to this newsletter are a 
few pictures of some homes in Bloomsburg destroyed by the flood, a church help-
ing with food supplies, and Athens under water. 
 
The LCIF funds were only allowed to be used for food, replace medication, water 
and clean up supplies. All the money spent will be accounted for by receipt and 
the fund administrator has to submit a final report. We had spent all the $10,000 
by the middle of the next week of September 19 and we are using funds donated 
by the clubs in District 14-G.  Since I do not have a total listing of these clubs to 
list in this newsletter, they will be listed next month.  We still have funds coming 
in from clubs and I want to list them all.  I do want to give those donating a 
GREAT BIG THANK YOU.   
 
Con’t next page 
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This is what Lionism is all about.  Lions have helped deliver the food and supplies and offered to help with the 
clean up.  The funds donated by the clubs do not have the restrictions placed by International and are being 
used for other needs. Material for a ramp was purchased and Lions built the ramp for a family that cannot re-
turn to their home and have three children in wheelchairs that need access to the temporary rented home. 
 
The clubs in our district that do not donate to LCIF by way of Melvin Jones Recognitions need to look at how 
LCIF responds. They provided funds for our District to help us, as well to all the other districts in Pennsyl-
vania, New York, New Jersey, New Hampshire, Vermont and Maine impacted by this disaster. This is LCIF’s 
purpose – and it’s funds do not only go to areas outside our district, state, or country.  The money goes where 
it is needed and we need to support this humanitarian effort and the foundation that provides the funds. 
 
I want to thank the regional coordinators, Region 1 PDG Donald “Tiger” Johnson, Region 2 PDG Paul 
Schriner, Region 3 VDG Gary Strauch, Regional 4 IPDG Bo Miller and the fund administrator PDG Dean 
Kelchner. These Lions have done and still are doing a job above and beyond what is required. They contacted 
other Lions  to help, purchased supplies, coordinated with other agencies and delivered what was needed 
where it was needed.  
This was not what I had planned on writing about this month, but you go with the flow and unfortunately the 
flow this month was water. Let’s hope and pray that all affected are going to be able to return to some sem-
blance of normalcy and go on with their lives. Thanks again to all that have helped with this effort.  
Governor Bud 
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